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UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY 

(UMID) 
 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 
6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Opening Reception Meet & Greet 
Hosted by Alabama A&M University 

Embassy Suites – Room TBA 
 

HBCU Summit Panels and Keynote Speakers 

Sunday, November 13, 2016 

11:30 am – 1:30 pm – registration and lunch – TigerLIFE presentation on BRIDGE Partnership – Maurice 
Williams, Associate Director – Panel discussion with BRIDGE Advisory Board Members:  Patricia Beane, 
Tonyal Mathes, Jamie R. Perry, Dr. William C. Hunter, Dr. Michael Mackay, Dr. Chrisann Schiro-Geist 

1:45 – 2:30 pm first summit keynote - Yovancha H. Lewis-Brown, Director of Strategic Initiatives in 
charge of implementation of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act in Tennessee - Workforce 
Innovation & Opportunity Act in Tennessee 

2:45 – 3:25 pm – Tonyal Mathes, Lead Instructor, College Campus Transition Program (CCTP), a Partnership 
with Shelby County Schools, Exceptional Children and Health Services and UMID 
 
3:25 – 4:05 pm - Dr. Kagendo Mutua, Program Director, and Amy Wiliamson, Program Coordinator - 
CrossingPoints Transition Program, University of Alabama 

4:05 – 4:45 pm – Dr. Dennis Campbell, PASSAGE USA, Associate Professor, University of South 
Alabama 

4:45 – 5:15 pm Break 
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5:15 – 6:45 pm - Summit dinner and keynote (keynote starts at 6:00 pm) - Kevin Woods, Executive 
Director of Workforce Investment Network for Shelby and Fayette Counties - How the Workforce 
Investment Network (WIN) Supports Employment 

 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

8:00 – 10:00 am - Breakfast and morning keynote (keynote starts at 9:15 am) – Cate Weir, Program 
Director of the Think College National Coordinating Center - National Perspective on Transition Programs 
for Students with Intellectual Disabilities (TPSID) 

10:15 – 11:05 am - TN & GA Alliances – Elise McMillan, Co-Director of Vanderbilt Kennedy Center, 
Vanderbilt University, and Susanna Miller-Raines, GAIPSEC Statewide Coordinator, Center for 
Leadership in Disability, Georgia State University - Developing State Alliances to Speak as One Voice 

11:15 am – 12: 05 pm - Dr. Sharon Brown, Coordinator of Rehabilitation Counseling, AAMU, Developing 
IPSE Programs in Alabama 

12:15 – 2:00 pm - Lunch and Round Tables Discussions for Agencies (based on subject areas) 

• Secondary School Districts – Facilitated by Patricia Beane, Manager Exceptional Children and 
Health Services, Shelby County Schools 

• State Rehabilitation Providers– Facilitated by Jamie R. Perry, Certified Rehabilitation Counselor 
(CRC), Division of Rehabilitation Services – Memphis 

• Workforce Investment Network Providers– Facilitated by Kevin Wood, Executive Director of 
Workforce Investment Network for Shelby and Fayette Counties 

• State Alliances for IPSEs– Facilitated by Dr. Misty Parsley, Director of Special Education, IDEAL, 
Lipscomb University 

2:15 – 3:00 pm - Action plan reports for continued development of partnerships and advocacy by States 
in continuing the discussion for program development within each state represented. 
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Keynote Speakers 

Cate Weir, M.Ed. 

Cate is the program director of the Think College National 
Coordinating Center or TCNCC, funded by the Office of 
Postsecondary Education at the US Department of Education. TCNCC 
is a training and technical assistance center focused on postsecondary 
education for students with intellectual disabilities at the Institute for 
Community Inclusion at the University of Massachusetts Boston. Cate 
manages all aspects of the national technical assistance center, including 
product development and dissemination, national technical assistance 
provision, and large scale and targeted training. 

TCNCC works in collaboration and partnership with the US Department of Education-funded 
Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students with Intellectual Disabilities, or TPSID model 
demonstration grant projects to collect data on these programs and their students and to develop and 
disseminate best practices. 

Cate has coordinated statewide systems change efforts aimed at increasing the postsecondary education 
options for students with disabilities. Utilizing a PATH process for systems change and planning, Cate 
facilitates state teams to establish an overall vision and mission and then establish meaningful, positive 
and possible goals and objectives toward that end. 

Selected Recent Publications 

Grigal, M., Hart, D., & Weir, C. (2014). Postsecondary Education for Students with Intellectual 
Disabilities. In M. Agran, F. Brown, C. Hughes, C. Quirk & D. Ryndak (Eds.), Equity and Full Participation 
for Individuals with Severe Disabilities (pp. 275 -298). Baltimore: Brookes Publishing 

Grigal,M. Hart,D. and Weir, C. (2013) Postsecondary Education for People With Intellectual Disability: 
Current Issues and Critical Challenges. Inclusion: June 2013, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 50-63. 

Weir, C., Grigal, M. , Hart, D. and Boyle, M. (2013) Profiles and Promising Practices in Higher Education 
for Students with Intellectual Disability. Think College. Boston, MA: University of Massachusetts Boston, 
Institute for Community Inclusion 

Grigal, M., Hart, D. and Weir, C. (2012), A Survey of Postsecondary Education Programs for Students 
With Intellectual Disabilities in the United States. Journal of Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, 
9: 223–233. doi: 10.1111/jppi.12012 

Hart, D., Grigal, M., & Weir, C., 2010. Expanding the Paradigm: Postsecondary Education Options for 
Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Intellectual Disabilities, Focus on Autism and Other 
Developmental Disabilities, 25, 134-150 
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Kevin Woods, Masters in Business                         

Kevin Woods is the Executive Director of Workforce Investment 
Network, where he and his colleagues assist Memphis, Shelby County, 
and Fayette County with improving employment opportunities for its 
citizens.  He previously served as the Director of Career Development 
with New Horizons, where he worked for 12 years and was the two-
time recipient of The President’s Club -- the highest accomplishment 
for any consultant with New Horizons.  He currently serves on the 
Shelby County School Board and is a member of numerous boards, 
including the Bridges Board of Trustees, PeopleFirst, REACH Memphis, 
and the TN Achieves Advisory Council. He is a Graduate of Leadership 
Memphis, Executive Class of 2014, and has been recognized as the 
Memphis Business Journal’s “Top 40 Under 40.” 

He received a bachelor’s degree in Computer Engineering and a master’s degree in Business, both from 
the University of Memphis.  As a husband and father of two girls, he is committed to his community, 
where he sits on his Homeowners Association Board, raises funds for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, and supports community involvement initiatives through his affiliation with Memphis Alumni 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, where he is an active member. 

 

 
Yovancha H. Lewis-Brown joined the Tennessee 
Department of Human Services in 2012, after working in the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Program in Georgia for fifteen years.  
Since coming to Tennessee, she has served as the Assistant 
Director for Field Services for the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Program and as the Director of the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Program.  She currently is the Director of Strategic Initiatives 
in charge of implementation of the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act.   

Mrs. Lewis-Brown has a Master’s degree in Rehabilitation 
Counseling from Fort Valley State University, a HBCU located 
in Middle Georgia.  She has received numerous accolades and 
awards for her work with individuals with disabilities.  

 

 

 

Thanks and hope to see everyone at the State of the Arts National meeting. 
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Our thanks to the following who have made this summit possible: 

Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students With Intellectual Disabilities 
(TPSID, 84.407A) 

and 
Transition Programs for Students with Intellectual Disabilities Coordinating 

Center (TPSID-CC, 84.407B) 

The HBCU Summit on TPSIDs is co-sponsored by funds from UMID BRIDGE 
Grant and Alabama A&M University, Office of the Provost 

And a very special thanks to the following TPSID Grant Programs: 

Jacksonville State University 
Jacksonville, Alabama 
Project Title: On to Jacksonville State University (JSU) 
Project Director: Janet Bavonese - jbavonese@jsu.edu 

University of Alabama 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
Project Title: CrossingPoints: A Crimson Tide Model and Pipeline for Inclusive Higher 
Education 
Project Director: Kagendo Mutua - kmutua@ua.edu 

University of South Alabama 
Mobile, Alabama 
Project Title:  PASSAGE USA 
Project Director:  Deborah Musgrove – dmusgrove@southalabama.edu 

Georgia State University Research Foundation, Inc. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Project Title:  Building a Network of Sustainabile TPSIDs in Georgia 
Project Director:  Daniel Crimmins – dcrimmins@gsu.edu 

Lipscomb University 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Project Title:  IDEAL  
Project Director:  Misty Parsley – misty.parsley@lipscomb.edu 

Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Project Title:  Next Steps at Vanderbilt University 
Project Director:  Erik Carter – erik.carter@vanderbilt.edu 

 

mailto:jbavonese@jsu.edu
mailto:kmutua@ua.edu
mailto:dmusgrove@southalabama.edu
mailto:dcrimmins@gsu.edu
mailto:misty.parsley@lipscomb.edu
mailto:erik.carter@vanderbilt.edu
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HBCU SUMMIT REGISTRATION LIST 2016 
 
 
ANTHONY, BEVERLY 
UMID, TIGERLIFE, COORDINATOR ACADEMIC COUNSELING 
UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
 
ARNO, SHERYL 
GAIPSEC PROJECT CONSULTANT 
GEORGIA INCLUSIVIVE POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION CONSORTIUM 
 
BARRET, PHYLLIS 
FIELD SUPERVISOR 
AL DEPT. OF REHABILTATION SERVICES 
 
BEANE, PATRICIA 
MANAGER EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN AND HEALTH SERVICES 
SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOLS 
 
CALHOUN, DR. RALPH 
CHAIR, DIVISON OF EDUCATION 
LEMOYNE-OWEN COLLEGE 
 
 
CAMPBELL, DR. DENNIS 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA 
 
 
DONEGAN, JANICE D. 
SENIOR SECRETARY 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 
FLEMMING, SONYA 
SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR, DIVISION OF EDUCATION 
LEMOYNE OWEN COLLEGE 
 
FRANKUM, TONYA 
REHABILITATION SPECIALIST-TRANSITION 
ALABAMA DEPT. OF REHABILITATION 
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HARRIS, MARISSA 
UMID/TIGERLIFE, DIRECTOR OF BEHAVIORAL UNIT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
 
HUNTER, DR. WILLIAM C. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR; UMID/BRIDGE ADVISORY BOARD 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
 
KELSEY, JA’COBIE D.  
REHABILITATION COUNSELING ADM. ASST. 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
LEWIS-BROWN, YOVANCHA 
DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC INITIATIVES 
WORKFORCE INNOVATION & OPPORTUNITY ACT, TENNESSEE 
 
LONG, AJASHA 
GRADUATE ASSISTANT 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 
MATHES, TONYAL 
COLLEGE CAMPUS TRANSITION  
PROGRAM LEAD INSTRUCTOR 
SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOLS 
 
 
MACKAY, DR. MICHAEL 
PROFESSOR; UMID/BRIDGE STATISTICAL CONSULTANT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
 
MCMILLAN, ELISE 
CO-DIRECTOR 
VANDERBILT KENNEDY CENTER 
 
MILLER, CHIQUITA 
SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOLS 
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PERRY-MITCHELL, TONYA 
PROFESSOR OF SOCIAL WORK 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
POOLE, VIVIAN 
UMID, TIGERLIFE, COORDINATOR OF ADMISSIONS & RECORDS 
UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
MOYO, DR. DOREEN TARIRAI 
DEAN OF ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES 
CONCORDIA COLLEGE ALABAMA 
 
MUTUA, DR. KAGENDO 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
CROSSINGPOINTS TRANSITION PROGRAM 
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
 
NEAL, ANDREA 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
FAYETTEVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
NGIRAILAB, JOHNNETTA 
STAARS-PROFESSIONAL TUTOR 
CONCORDIA COLLEGE ALABAMA 
 
PARSLEY, DR. MISTY VETTER 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION, IDEAL, FACULTY ADVISOR, TPSID PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 
LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY 
 
 
PERRY, JAMIE 
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
TENNESSEE DIVISON OF REHABILITATION SERVICES 

 
PLUMMER, DR. PAMELA 
ASSISTANT PROFFESSOR 
GRADUATE SOCIAL WORKER PROGRAM 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY 
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MILLER-RAINES, SUSANNA 
GAIPSEC STATEWIDE COORDINATOR 
CENTER FOR LEADERSHIP IN DISABILITY 
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
 
ROBINSON, TAMARA 
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION FIELD SUPERVISOR 
ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES 
 
 
SAULSBERRY, JEAN  
DIRECTOR, STUDENT DEVELOPMENT 
LEMOYNE-OWEN COLLEGE 
 
SCHIRO-GEIST, DR. CHRISANN 
PROFESSOR / DIRECTOR, UMID 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
STEWART, DR. MICHELLE C.  
VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
LANE COLLEGE 
 
 
WIER, CATHYRN  
DIRECTOR, THINK COLLEGE NATIONAL COORDINATING CENTER FOR TCNCC 
INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITY INCLUSION, UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON 
 
WALTON, EVONNE  
UMID, TIGERLIFE, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSOCIATE 
UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
WILLIAMS, MAURICE 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR / PSE MASTER INSTRUCTOR, UMID 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
 
 
WILLIAMSON, AMY 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
CROSSINGPOINTS TRANSITION PROGRAM 
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
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WILSON, KELSEY SYMONE 
GRADUATE ASSISTANT 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY 
 
 
WOODS, KEVIN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WORKFORCE INVESTMENT NETWORK 
MEMPHIS, SHELBY COUNTY AND FAYETTE COUNTY, TN 


