Step 3: Practice with Samiple Test Questions

Constructed-Response Questions
Suggested time—35 minutes for
3 Questions "™ v 9o ¥or

1O ey P‘r%mﬂ'b“ﬂ!m

ISTORICAL AND THEORETICAL
FOUNDATIONS OF ART
GENERAL SCORING GUIDE

Directions: For the first question, read the infarmation The cholce of example is oritical fo the test takers

prasented and then respond completely to all parts of
the Task

» Donotspend too much lime oo any one question.
Lach of these questions confributes cqually o
determining your score for this part of the test; the
thres questions combined count for approximateh
o - ter af The total test soore

« Be wure to read each question gompletely befare
phanrdng your responss 1oL ANSWER EVERY
FART OF THE CUESTHOM COMPLETELY.

v Theess crsestions are not primany & test af your
writing akbility ket rather of your understanding of
the subject area. Your resporses shoukd beowritten
as chearly as possile, bat it b understood that your
responses will be less polished than if they had bean
developad at horne, edited, and carefully presented.

- Take some tirme L organize vour thinking before
you write, You may use the scratch papor provided
far raking notes. These rotes will pet be counted
towvard vour score. Me credit will be given for amy
responses marked on scratch papen. All scaich
paper rrust be turmned in 1o the administrator 21 e
el of the testing session,

The scorning of each response will be based on your
abiliny to
« choose appropriate works of artand analyze therr

- demonstrate understanding of the subjact mattes
redevant 1o the question; and

< anweer all parts of the gquestion

Constructed-Response Questions

Part 8
Theee cosstructad-raspanse questions
Suggested time: 35 minutes

Far Historical and Thearetical Foundadons of Art,
readlers will assign scores based on the following
sooring guide

ability to answer the question. Test takers whio select
weizakl Of inappropriate examples are at a disadvantage
in that their examples will rot provide the matarials
needhed to produce relevant analysis

The scaring guide that fallows provides a general
citline of characteristics at each score point. It

s meither expected nor likely that one response

will stonwr evidence of all of the characteristics of a
paTicular soome point. The soore assigned |5 The soore
that best capiures the respanse 2s a whoie

I genesal, the dilfference bebween 3 desiptive anc
an anatytical response 15 reflected by the difference
betwieen the score points of 0-1 ard 2-3.

The highe=T scofe a respanse can receive if the test
taker does nat clearky identify an appropriate armwork
5 &7,

suggested tirme for this question is 15 minutes.

Scoreof 3
HiGH DEGREE OF COMPETENGE

I & responsa at this level, the test taker generally:

« Eelects and clearly identifies an appropriats
example

= Shows chear brsiight Into the issues andfor corepls
presented in the quastion by usiog specificvisua
pwidgnce obtained from memory to anahes the
winrk selected

- Frovides dear, logical, and accurate support for
general staternents, without signiicant digression
or factual ermars

- Uses art historical andfor theoretical terminology
aciourately, as appropaats

Scoreof 2
COMPETEMNCE
In & response at Lthis kevel, the tesi taker generaliy:

«  Sedects and identfies an appropinte sample dearly
encugh for the example 1o be werified
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+ Showrs besic ingdghr inte the ssues andfor concepio
pretented I the craistion by providing a reascnable
arahesis of the wirk selected, although the ik
betwean the visaa! ovidence and the topic of the
questcn may be somewhal genarai or Enuous

+ Prowides logical support for general statements, bat
the discussion many lack specificity, digress shighify,
ardddar include rinor factual erroes

- Uses art historic! ancor theoretical terminclogy with
genensl SICURACY, 35 appropriate

Score of 1

LINETED: COMPETENCE
Ir & response at this level, the test taker generath:

= Spdects and identfies an appropnate sxamgle, et
thie ideniificatian may be dfficult o decdpher or
sty implied, evan i the artist B ol identifed

« Demonstates Emited or moomplels wnderstanding
of the ssues ands'or concegpTs presented In the
cptestion; e, by discussng the ameor only in very
generl or abstract erms

= Prowighes scantl, samewhat illogical, anddar factually
inaccurER support for genensl slabemants in a
discussion that may b prmarity descipiive,
supericial, andfor digressive

« Luac & pictorical and/or theonstical terminalogy
macoumiely of inappeopriately; of wses very littks
Terminakogy, even i itis nesded fo make the
respeise cobemnt

Score of O

LITTLE TO MO COMPETENCGE
Ir & response al this kevel, the test taker gersrally:

+  Falls to select an apprepriate examphe or may nal
provide enough infoermation for the example 1o be
dentificd with ary degree of certainty, ewen i the
artisr o clearly identificd

v Demonstrates Insufficient understanding of the
Eswes andfor concegpls presented in the question;
€43, by faifing 1o connect the topic of the question
1o tha woek selected in any meanangiul way

enSeERS
EuesTIoh

Baq
ARES VW INLT ko was running for the pasition of president

W PoeTRMT "

-+ Provides Buthe o nosupport for general stalements,
and the support that & prosidad may be entirely
descriptive, superficial, digresstee, andfor B tually
At

= Provdides a resporse that is tog shert for the degree
of urdlersmanding to he awerained

- Addresses a question ather than that asked

= Fails 1o use art histoncal anddor theortical
terrminciomy wilk @y degres of accumcy, or &ils to
e such terminology at 2f, oven 1 i is needed 1o

make the retponsa cohenent
History/Theory Sample Question and
Responses
; O LT
Suggested time—15 minutes Wmihm;-a& iy

Directions: Read the question carefully and chaase ~ 2van R

an appropriate eample faryaur rasponse. [dentify O
wour cxample 25 fully as possibla. For this question, it .
you may NOT use your own wark or any ather
student work as an example. You may discuss armwork
from any fime period, but the example you select
musk e verfiable; it must appear «ither in a textbock
or ordine. Be sure 1o address specific visual features of
thie e you select In your res T
I marmy caalruras, artists hawve used i M“'E-T
partmiture, including selff-portraiture, A0
Ty expabare aspects of idantity, These E

—TH
aspects often include sodal or cultural GME'—‘-‘T‘ okl

isues such A% Ao, gerder, religion, " [

¢lass, and politics. Q_h‘p‘-E'F W ""’1'"1 -
_________—-

Salect and ign}ﬁfy' ane such gy P Lan

wiorktramy Miediurm. The work must \DERS eh

b a Pirtrait of 4 person of pessons; =R nP )

the mirdiurn can be aither paed’ or pE o

thyee-dimensional. Uising specilic ; 3

e aidance. o & portrait ]

resses at heasl o sl andior 3
culturl e i relation to Identity. L f“?"r!td'n ;

Sample Res nie That Received a Score of 3
T%mmrmkrﬁ&t%nm“rg Eﬁsregr)reaterl a
riurmEar traiu}f Ack Obama during kis A
Sresential campaign, Gspecially the amiblematic I.-EFE-':—"J,Fl
porlrair HOPE Y he tesdt on the work of art addresses
arf{mportant aspect of Obamais political iedentiny, Yae u

SFhuat

under the motto-hope? e belleved inchanging A DEMITVTH

America.

PeadWERS Ta THIS SuESTI0W
S suld URUE SRSy REEN BULLETED,
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= aCiR U LTk @

& mone latent miassage related to identity has to
dia with race: Obama was the first African Armerican
to be so successiul in a presdential campaign,
causing rany artists to emphasize the color of his
skin ard calebrate his unique race ard what an
acoompfishment It woukd be for Obama to be the first
Al 7 ident. Falrey, however, did mot

alor Dhama’s skin browr Hislstendled, inear parirait
o & flat, graphic quality weas filled inowith red, whits,
and biue: the cofors that have come to symbolire the
Linitred States of Amenicafihe message that Fairey was
corveying was That race and ethnlcty wera nct the
cenmal characheristics of Obama’s ikentity. Instead,

his allegiarse wothe United Mates and his patrictism
defined whio e was,

@ The graphic style that | described may ako have
'Embﬁﬂﬁﬁ cormyad an even more subtle message, If Obarna
way iy (just like his Blocky, unmodeled prErair),

b was dependakie without any hidden
agendas or Facets to his identity that wers not cear
and pubilic. Visually, Fairey’s partrait "HOPE" tells voters
that what you see 5 what you get.

Commentary on Response That Received a
Scoreof 3

The resporse indludes a clear, logical, and insightful
rendering of how a portrit can corwey both palitcal
and racial identity by using a clearty identified and
apprapriate example, Shepard Fairey's poster HOPE.
Far thase reasans, 8 score of 3, indicating High
Degree of Competence’ls meritad.

EY

@ﬁﬂ Ve

-;_

Specifically, there Is 2 rich abundance of visual
evideroa in the analysis of ROPE, The test taker
remarks that Fairey ernphasized Chama’s politoal
identity by 'not ook ing] Dbama’s skin brown. His
stercibed, firear portrait of a fat; graphic guality was
fified with red, white, ard blue: the colors that have
come o symbelize the Unlsed States of Amesica”
Another comment deals directly with race-race

and ethricty were not the ceniral charactenstics of
Obama’s identin Further support is provided in the
analytical statement, T Obama was Tlat" (Just like his
blocky, unrodeled portrait) then he was dependable
... Wlzually, Faireys portrait HOPE tells woters that what
Youl see 1s what you get’

In suarnrmary, a response with 2 high degree of
competence inchides analysis that is diear, logical,
anid insightful. It goes bevand mere description: and
general statements to produce a compelling analysis

HLPPLRTI WS Chmm EWT

of thie chiosen wark, directly answesing the BSsues
raised by Uhe guestion

Sample Response That Received a Score of 2

Lam Taylor-Waood is 2 contemporary, London-based
artist whaose work consisE of photography and film. In
heer recent series Seff Pormait Suspendad (2004), Taylor
Wood seeks 1o address issues relevant toowomen,
such as body image, identity, and wiormerts ales in
seclaty. OF partioular impartance 15 Sam Tadar-Wood's
hattle against breast cancer.

In this photographic sesies, Sam Taylor-Wood foats
between the hardwood flaor and ceilirg of her studio,

grtnE CuhabPrmgically faling, twisting, and posing in mid-air. [ hese

photographs emphasize the femininity of the artist’s
body. The physical impessiblity of these poses entices
thee wiewver to sk questions as to how and whiy the
wioamian clangles in mid-af

Tor quuiick by surn wp my interpeetations, would proposs
that Taylor-Weod seeks i this serles to (1) express

hier feafings dealing with breast cancer (3 significant
female issuek (2 contradict the traditional, often
misogyristic make view upon womerr and {3) explone
her cwn seff-image ard identiy,

Commentary on Response That Received a
Score of 2

The response merits a soore of 7, indicating
“Competence because it shows basic insight Info
how portraiture can addness lssues related to idenlity:
in this case, gender. The artist Sam Taylor-Weod s
clearly idertified and so 5 an appropriate example

af her work, the photographic series Self Porfnair
Suspended. Visual evidenoe is referenced genearally in
the statemendt, *%am Taylor-Wood floats between the
hardwaood ficor and ceiling of her studio, magically
[alfing, twisting, and paosing in mid-aic’ There s ample
avidence throughout the response that the candidate
understands the concepts presented in the question
and is attempting a thoughtful analyss of Taylor-
Wood's series of self-portraits.

That saicd, the anabvsls lacks spacficity. Although the
test taker gestures toward what SeifRormait Suspended
rriight be sayirg about Tssuas relevant to wormen,
such as body image, identity, and womens roles in
society; these statements are not supparted with
specific visual evidence drawn from the photographs,
The siedens does nat address how Tadar-Wead

The Prois™ Study Companion

22


https://tin-,.tppt�pri,.te
https://id,enttf(.Ft
https://dealsdi1�.dy
https://polltk.al
https://delinedv.ho
https://5'-'?PC><>.Tl

