
 
 

 
 
 
 

SPH Presentations at the American Public Health 
Association Annual Conference 

School of Public Health faculty and doctoral students presented their research at the American 
Public Health Association 2021 Annual Conference, held in Denver and virtually from Oct. 24-
27, 2021.  

Factors associated with e-cigarette quit intention among adolescents in the United States 
Nikhil Ahuja, PhD, MDS1, Satish Kedia, PhD, MPH2, Yu Jiang, PhD2, Kenneth D. Ward, PhD2, Latrice C. Pichon, 

PhD, MPH, CHES2, Patrick Dillon, PhD3 and Xinhua Yu, MD, PhD2 

(1)Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, PA, (2)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, 

TN, (3)Kent State University at Stark, North Canton, OH 

 

3059.0 - Impact of chronic or heavy use of opioids on health care utilizations among community 

dwelling elderly in the United States 
Morgan Bromley, MPH1, Xinhua Yu, MD, PhD2, Satish Kedia, PhD, MPH3 and Easter Gain, MS1 

(1)University of Memphis, Memphis, TN, (2)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, 

(3)University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN 

 

5024.0 COVID-19-Related Challenges and Advances for Health Administrators 
Aram Dobalian, PhD, JD, MPH, Veterans Emergency Management Evaluation Center (VEMEC), The University 

of Memphis School of Public Health, North Hills, CA and Murray Côté, College Station, TX 

 

4079.0 Economic, Financial, and Operations Considerations for Health Administrators during 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Aaron MacDonald, MPH, Department of Health Promotion and Administration, Eastern Kentucky University, 521 

Lancaster Blvd, Richmond, KY 40515 and Aram Dobalian, PhD, JD, MPH, Veterans Emergency Management 

Evaluation Center (VEMEC), The University of Memphis School of Public Health, North Hills, CA 

 

 

5125.0 COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy among elderly and homeless veteran populations 
Michelle Balut, MPH1, June Gin, PhD1, Tamar Wyte-Lake, DPT, MPH2, Yvonne Mudoh, MPH1, Sona Hovsepian, 

MSW, LCSW1 and Aram Dobalian, PhD, JD, MPH3 

(1)U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, North Hills, CA, (2)Oregon Health & Science University, Portland, OR, 

(3)University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 
 
 

4081.0 Rapid implementation of telehealth at a VA medical center during COVID-19 
Michelle Balut, MPH1, Tamar Wyte-Lake, DPT, MPH2, Karen Chu, MS1, Aram Dobalian, PhD, JD, MPH3 and 
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Claudia Der-Martirosian, PhD1 

(1)U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, North Hills, CA, (2)Oregon Health & Science University, Portland, OR, 

(3)University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 

Driving under the influence of substances and highway fatalities among elderly in the United 

States 
Satish Kedia, PhD, MPH1, Lu Xie, PhD2, Patrick Dillon, PhD3, Asos Mahmood, MD, MPH4, Hassan Arshad, BS5, 

Yu Jiang, PhD4 and Nikhil Ahuja, BDS, MDS4 

(1)University of Memphis School of Public Health, Germantown, TN, (2)University of Memphis, Memphis, TN, 

(3)Kent State University at Stark, North Canton, OH, (4)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, 

Memphis, TN, (5)School of Public Health, University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 
 
 

4190.0 - Providing eye care to populations in need during a pandemic: Identifying and evaluating 

necessary changes in clinical procedures 
Autumn Killop1, Marian Levy, DrPH, RD, FAND2, Beth Sparrow, Doctor of Optometry3 and Krystle Penaflor, 

Doctor of Optometry4 

(1)University of Memphis, Memphis, TN, (2)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, 

(3)Southern College of Optometry, Memphis, TN, (4)Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation, Bethel, AK 

4152.0 - Compliance with mandated mask usage in public: A direct observation study 
Marian Levy, DrPH, RD, FAND1, Vikki Nolan, DSc2, Alisa Haushalter, DNP, RN, PHNA-BC3, Jeffery Warren, 

MD4 and Manoj Jain, MD, MPH5 

(1)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (2)School of Public Health, University of 

Memphis, Memphis, TN, (3)Shelby County Health Department, Memphis, TN, (4)University of Tennessee Health 

Science Center, Memphis, TN, (5)Emory University, Memphis, TN 

A national collaborative to implement surveillance of masking and distancing in public settings 
Marian Levy, DrPH, RD, FAND1, Kathleen Manuel, MPH2 and Deborah Cohen, MD, MPH3 

(1)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (2)The University of Texas Health Science 

Center at Houston (UTHealth) School of Public Health in Austin, Austin, TX, (3)Kaiser Permanente, Pasadena, CA 

 

4192.0 - Meeting public health competencies with the city health dashboard 
Rebecca Ofrane, MPH1, Marian Levy, DrPH, RD, FAND2, Samantha Breslin, MPA1, Shoshanna Levine, 

DrPH1 and Marc N. Gourevitch, MD, MPH3 

(1)NYU School of Medicine, New York, NY, (2)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, 

(3)NYU Langone Health, New York, NY 

 

5052.0 Association between insomnia symptoms and incident heart failure among middle-aged 

and older adults: A population-based cohort study 
Asos Mahmood, MD, MPH, Meredith Ray, PhD, MPH, Aram Dobalian, PhD, JD, MPH, Kenneth D. Ward, PhD 

and SangNam Ahn, PhD, MPSA 

The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN 

 

Longitudinal associations between time-varying insomnia symptoms and all-cause 

hospitalization among middle-aged and older adults in the United States: A population-based 

cohort study 
Asos Mahmood, MD, MPH1, Satish Kedia, PhD, MPH1, Aram Dobalian, PhD, JD, MPH1, Cyril Chang, PhD2 and 

https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/508632
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/508632
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/492801
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/492801
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/493148
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/496822
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/497128
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/499973
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/499973
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/512435
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/512435
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2021/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/512435


SangNam Ahn, PhD, MPSA1 

(1)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (2)The University of Memphis Fogelman 

College of Business and Economics, Memphis, TN 

 

5110.0 - Key demographic variables, social determinants of health and diabetes: Findings from a 

congregational health needs assessment 
Emily Rose San Diego, M.A.1, Nathan West, M.S.1, Veronica Calvin, MPH2, Terrinieka Powell, PhD3, Latrice C. 

Pichon, PhD, MPH, CHES4, Sterling McNeal, BS5, Yu Jiang, PhD4, Jonathan Lewis, DMin, BCC2 and Brook E. Harmon, 

PhD, RD, FAND6 

(1)The University of Memphis, School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (2)Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, 

Memphis, TN, (3)Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, MD, (4)The University of Memphis 

School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (5)Church Health, Memphis, TN, (6)Appalachian State University, Boone, 

NC 

 

4150.0 Examining self-reported needs of church leaders and church members: A secondary data 

analysis of the mid-south congregational health survey 
Nathan West, M.S.1, Emily Rose San Diego, M.A.1, Veronica Calvin, MPH2, Latrice C. Pichon, PhD, MPH, 

CHES3, Kenneth D. Ward, PhD3, Meredith Ray, PhD, MPH3, Fedoria Rugless, PhD, CCRP4, Jonathan Lewis, DMin, 

BCC2, Sterling McNeal, BS4, Bettina Campbell, LMSW5, Lauren Hales4 and Brook E. Harmon, PhD, RD, FAND6 

(1)The University of Memphis, School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (2)Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, 

Memphis, TN, (3)The University of Memphis School of Public Health, Memphis, TN, (4)Church Health, Memphis, 

TN, (5)The Hill Hernando Baptist Church, Hernando, MS, (6)Appalachian State University, Boone, NC 
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