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Abstract: The 1890’s witnessed a dramatic series of discoveries, which transformed the practice 

of medicine and led to the creation of the modern field of radiology, which includes diagnostic 

imaging, nuclear medicine, and radiation therapy. 

The discovery of x-rays in 1895 by Wilhelm Konrad Roentgen was followed a year later by Henri 

Becquerel’s discovery of “Uranium rays” and radioactivity. Fascinated by this previously unknown 

energy source in Uranium, Marie and Pierre Curie discovered Radium in 1898. Roentgen, 

Becquerel, and the Curies would all eventually receive a Nobel Prize in Physics. 

The seminar will include how these discoveries were made, how they were received by the medical 

community and the public, and what medical applications they would have. 

Students in physics, pre-med, nursing, radiologic technology, nuclear medicine technology, and 

medical engineering are especially welcome to attend. 
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