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A clipping of a newspaper article describes a suit filed by
several attorneys against the Memphis City Schools Board of
Education. According to the suit, Memphis City Schools had
been illegally operating a segregated school district on the
basis of a theory of white supremacy in violation of the
Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. Board of Education.
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MEMPHIS BRANCH OF THE N.A.A.C.P.
23h Herrando Street
Memphis, Termessee

December 17, 1961

FOR: RELEASE, DECEMBER 17, 1961, 6:00 P.M.
FROM: (MRS,) MAXTNE A, SMITH, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, MEMPHIS ERANCH NAACE

During 1961 some advances have been made in the field of civil rights. Though much
work remains to be done toward civil rights advancement, some progress has been moted
in some of the following areas.

VOTING - At the beginning of 1961 there were 76,000 registered Negro voters in Mem-
phis and Shelby County. Of this number 8,000 were dropped for failure to vote dur-
ing the past lj years. The 1961 Voter Registration Campaign resulted in L,000 addi-
tional registered Negro woters, bringing the total back up to 72,000, This fipgure
represents an estimated 63% of the sligible Negro population qualified to vots, The
voting potential of the Negro has brought about other political achievements. During
1961 Hegroes were hired, elscted and appointed to positions, commissions and committees
that heretofore were traditionally filled by whites. MNegroes have been appointed to
the Traffic Advisory Commission, the Memphis Transit Authority, te the County School
Board and as Assistant Public Defender.

EDUCATION - As a result of suits filed by the NAACP, some progress has been made in
the integration of educational institutions, Thirteen Negro first graders peacefully
and quistly entered four previously all-white schools. The medical school of the
University of Temnessee has desegregated its facilities where one Negro medical student
is enrolled. Some of the restrictions placed on students matriculating at Mamphis
State University have been 1ifted.

A press release from the Memphis chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People dated December 17, 1961. The release details
some progress in civil rights on the issues of voting and education made in 1961.



"We thought we would do something different, and that is
start with first grade. In all the other places they started
with high school. Our contention was that no, those white
high schoolers are already tainted. First graders, no. Let's go
with first grade.”

- Reverend Billy Kyles, in Kiehl, D. (Director). (2012). The
Memphis 13 [Documentary].
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Sheila Malone (left) and Sharon Malone (right), twin sisters
who were part of the Memphis 13. Photograph is by Ernest
Withers, a Memphis-based photographer known for the
images he captured of the Civil Rights Movement.



A group photograph picturing 12 of the Memphis 13.



Dwania Kyles (left) shows a drawing to Harry Williams
(center) and Menelik Fombi, known as Michael Willis at the
time (right). The three children together integrated Bruce
Elementary School as part of the Memphis 13.



‘| was scared. There was days | didn't want to go, you know, but
then, my mom was the backbone, you had to go. You need an
education, so that's one of the things she inspired us. You go get
your education and you can be anything you want to be. So that's
what | did.”

- Harry Williams, Bruce Elementary, in Kiehl, D.
(Director). (2012). The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



‘| can remember on one of those days you were asked so what
do you want to be when you grow up. | knew what was
acceptable to say, and | knew what would not be acceptable to
say because | would be discouraged. Because at that time it
was the entertainment business. You know, and it probably
would have come out a movie star or something like that
because | remember | was in elementary school and saying, 'l
will not say that and have them rip my dream apart.’ So | said ‘a
nurse,” cause | knew that was something | could probably
(nods). Cause it's very difficult being in a situation where you
never get to see images of your self in a positive light.”

-Dwania Kyles, Bruce Elementary, in Kiehl, D. (Director). (2012).
The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



"And my first-grade teacher, she was so nice that you didn't
feel threatened. | didn't feel scared or threatened or anything
because she was so nice. It made you feel like you didn't
have nothing to worry about.”

- Alvin Freeman, talking about Algine Cifelli, Teacher
at Gordon Elementary, in Kiehl, D. (Director).
(2012). The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



‘| used to hold my hand up all day to ask a question and they
wouldn't let me answer it. Like if | knew the answer. And at
first she called on me, but then she stopped calling on me
and |'d just be holding my hand up the whole day.”

- Pamela Mayes, in Kiehl, D. (Director). (2012). The
Memphis 13 [Documentary].
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An inside page of the Commercial Appeal from October 4, 1961, including articles about school integration
and a photograph of white children being escorted away from Rozelle Elementary School by their mothers.



‘Memphis is unique in the fact that we were babies...| wonder
sometime what would have happened had they done it the
other way. That could have been disastrous. | don't know if
there's a perfect time to go through fire if you're wearing a
suit made of gasoline.”

- Menelek Fombi, Bruce Elementary, in Kiehl, D. (Director).
(2012). The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



‘| knew that | was not equal. | felt that when | was a kid.
That's the knowledge | gained.”

- Clarence Williams, Rozelle Elementary, in Kiehl, D.
(Director). (2012). The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



“I'm glad my mom chose for us to go to Gordon. I'm glad she
did that. In fact I'm glad all 13 of us parents they stood up for
that because why, why should our kids not have the same?”

- Sheila Malone Conway, Gordon Elementary, in Kiehl, D.
(Director). (2012). The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



‘And it just made you think that why wasn't it like this all the
time? Why did have to be a Black school and a white school?
It seem like it should have been like this all the time. It

shouldn't have had to take a lawsuit. | was glad | was one of

the first 13. It did, to me, make you grow up to be a better
person.”

- Alvin Freeman, Gordon Elementary, in Kiehl, D.
(Director). (2012). The Memphis 13 [Documentary].



