HISTORY

GRADUATE   C O U R S E   O F F E R I N G S

Fall 2015
The History Department will offer the following 6000 and 7000/8000-level courses in the Fall 2015 semester. The attached descriptions are designed to provide a clear conception of the course content.  

History 6055-001

SEXUALITY IN 20TH CENTURY UNITED STATES – Sarah Potter

TR – 2:40-4:05

MI 209

This course introduces students to the main issues, events, and transformations in American sexuality from 1900 to the present.  We will interrogate how the meaning and politics of sex have changed over time, the emergence of new categories of sexual identity, and the many intersections of sexuality, race, gender, and class. Students will also master the skills necessary to research and write an original research paper on a selected topic in the history of sexuality.

History 6059-001

BLACK MEMPHIS – Beverly Bond

TR – 1:00-2:25

This course will focus on the social and cultural, political, and economic roles of African Americans in Memphis from the early nineteenth century through the early twenty-first century.  The course will place Memphis in the context of state, regional and national events, and will explore issues of race, class and gender both within African American communities and between African Americans and other populations in the city.  We will first explore the early migrations of African Americans into Tennessee and into Memphis/Shelby County, the lifestyles of enslaved and free African Americans in the area; the impact of Civil War emancipations and migrations on social, political, and economic life in Memphis; African American communities that developed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century; the impact of Progressivism on the city’s black communities; the Civil Rights and Black Freedom movements in the city, and racial dynamics in contemporary Memphis.

History 6062-001

URBAN JAPAN – Catherine Phipps

TR – 9:40-11:05

MI 305

In this course we will explore the formation and development of Japanese cities over the course of the past one thousand years. As we consider their physical, political, socio-economic, and cultural histories, we will also be learning about Japanese history and urban history more generally. We’ll consider, for example, how a city’s form might promote or reflect specific functions and ideas, how public spaces differ from private spaces, and how urban hierarchies shift according to local, national, and global circumstances.
History 6064-001

CHINESE CULTURE AND SOCIETY THROUGH FILMS – Yan Gao

W – 5:30-8:30

MI 209


This course is about film, culture and history. It does not pretend to be a history of film, but is both an introduction to some issues of Chinese culture and society and an examination of how Chinese history is treated in film, especially Chinese film of the past twenty years. We have selected some well-made films exploring some key issues of Chinese culture and society, including Zhang Yimou’s early works, documentaries made in the U.S. with Chinese assistance, and several works by leading Italian, Taiwanese and Chinese American directors. In a few cases themes will be illustrated in excerpts. The readings consist of topical articles and book chapters. The weekly sessions will normally begin with a film viewing and conclude with discussion. Our purpose is to explore the social atmosphere and central issues in Chinese culture and society in juxtaposition to the films, developing critical skills in writing, observation, film, and historical imagination.

History 6065-001

WEIMAR GERMANY – Glenn Ramsey

MWF 9:10-10:05

MI 203

This course explores the literature, art, theater, and cinema of the Weimar Republic, Germany between 1918 and 1933, in order to better understand the revolutionary visions of modernity, with regard to gender, sexuality, and socio-economic and political change, produced within an historical context of global catastrophe.    Whether during the aftermath of national defeat and revolution (November 1918), the hyperinflation of the early 1920s (1921-1924), or the Great Depression (1927-1933), Germany witnessed some of the most progressive cultural and social movements of twentieth-century Europe, during these momentous years of the inter-war period.  And yet, the nation ultimately succumbed to one of the most disastrous scourges of the European Right, Nazism.  How could this be?  The answer to this query lies in part with the vortex of contradictory cultural meanings (as representation) generated within the unstable dynamics of revolutionary political change itself.  In this course, we will discover and analyze these contradictory cultural meanings as they both shaped and haunted public imaginings of an as yet indefinable modern German republic.   

History 6105-001

WAR IN THE ANCIENT WORLD – Steven Stein
MWF – 10:20-11:15
MI 209


This course covers the development of war and warfare from roughly 2000 BCE to 1200 ACE, that is from the Bronze Age to the great Mongol conquests, with a particular emphasis on Greek and Roman warfare. Along with tactical means, operational methods, and the development of strategies to apply organized violence for political, economic, or social ends, the course will also examine differing theories of war and their historical development. The course devotes particular attention to the relationships between different cultures, changing technology, the influence of culture on war and war on society and culture, the conduct of war, and the reasons for war.   The course will address both land and naval warfare. Field warfare, siege or positional warfare, guerrilla warfare and wars of economic attrition will be addressed as distinct branches of military theory and practice. The course will focus on six dominant themes: the tactical and operational means by which armed force has been applied: military strategry and interstate diplomacy; reciprocal effects of war and political systems on one another; social and economic bases of military activity; impact of war on society; soldiers’ experiences of war.

History 6162-001
RUSSIA AFTER 1917 - Andrei Znamenski

TR – 1:00-2:25

MI 319
This course will explore the history of Russia from 1917 to the present day. We will start with the 1917 Bolshevik revolution and then examine the rise, development, and the dissolution of the Soviet Union/Soviet Communism in 1991.  We will also discuss the recent history of Russia, including the rise of Russian nationalism.  Soviet Union/Russia was/is a country populated by numerous ethnic groups and nationalities.  For this reason, the course places much emphasis on the development of Russia as a multinational state - the mosaic of vastly different Eurasian nationalities and cultures.  The classes are conducted in a lecture-discussion format.  The instructor lectures to introduce the material.  At the same time, students are expected to participate in class discussions, using the materials from their home readings: textbook chapters and documents/essays from the reader.  Exams (two tests) and quizzes (six quizzes) will be based on our class discussions and the materials from your textbook and the reader.  In addition to the textbook and the reader, in this course undergraduate students are assigned to read three books (these are usually books of memoirs and a novel) and to write three short book reviews based on these texts (five pages each). To enhance learning the course integrates the use of power point presentations along with video clips, films, and music.

History 6320-001

ANCIENT NEAR EAST – Suzanne Onstine
TR – 11:20-12:45

MI 209
In the course we will survey the earliest civilizations of the Near Eastern and Mediterranean areas.  Beginning with the Neolithic Revolution, we will examine the rise of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Syria-Palestine, Turkey (Hittites), and the Aegean (Cyprus, Minoan Crete, and Mycenean Greece).  The regional interconnections that culminated in the ‘first internationalism’ (c. 1500-1200 BCE) will receive special attention, as will the migrations that periodically disrupted the ancient world, ending in the breakup of the great national empires in the twelfth century BCE.
History 6702-001
U.S. SINCE 1945 – Aram Goudsouzian
MW – 2:20-3:45

MI 305
This course surveys American political, economic, social, and cultural life from 1945 to the present.  It explores such topics as the United States' role in the Cold War at home and abroad, major social movements to promote racial and gender equality, the American economy's role in driving international and domestic developments, and the rise of the New Right in American politics.
History 7011/8011-001

PHILOSOPHY AND THEORY OF HISTORY – Andrew Daily

T – 2:30-5:30

MI 317
A course like this combines two related but nonetheless distinct intellectual practices: historical theory, or, the different schools of, and approaches to, historical research and writing; and philosophy of history, the self-reflective critique of the assumptions that undergird historical discourse and the questions about what it means when we practice history. Most historians do not trouble themselves with these two metahistorical discourses and it is perfectly acceptable within the discipline to write history without recourse to the study of either the theory or the philosophy of history. However, this class proposes that this study is vital to historical practice.
     
What this course asks you to do is to critically reflect on how historical discourse is possible, what are its assumptions, what it can accomplish in mediating the relationship between the past and the present, and what it is that we do, exactly, when we research and write history. This course will require you to not only read difficult texts, but to be self-reflective and self-critical about your own historical practice. This course is designed, in part, to make you think about things that you don’t usually contemplate in your day-to-day work. It is designed to render historical practice uncanny and to discomfort you. 
     
The course is split into five parts, with three central units, accompanied by an introduction and a coda. Following a brief introduction to how history can contribute to the theoretical knowledge, we move on to Part 1, a traditional survey of some of the major texts of the classical heritage. Beginning with the Greeks, moving through the Romans and early ecclesiastical history, this unit concludes with the intellectual foundations of modern historical philosophy in the Enlightenment and the Romantic Era. Part 2 takes up the critical tradition, focusing primarily on Hegel and Marx and their outsized influence on modern philosophy of history, though we conclude with the beginnings of the shift away from Marxism in Freud’s psychoanalysis and the mid-century “post-modernist” philosophers. Part 3 is less unified than Parts 1&2, and strives instead to offer several “heterodox” approaches to historical-writing that are, strictly speaking, not history at all, but are nonetheless deeply engaged with the past and its relationship to the present. We conclude with a brief coda that asks you to think reflect on why you chose to be an historian.

History 7070/8070-001

RESEARCH SEMINAR – Susan O’Donovan

M – 2:30-5:30

MI 317


Designed as a research seminar in any aspect of American history, students will immerse themselves in the day-to-day labor of a historian: learning how to develop research questions, identify pertinent archives, analyze and extract information from primary sources, draw conclusions, and fashion their findings into substantial pieces of historical scholarship.  This course is especially designed for those who want to rehearse potential thesis projects or to hone their mastery of the historian's craft.
History 7070/8070-002

RESEARCH SEMINAR: ANCIENT HISTORY – Peter Brand

W – 2:30-5:30

MI 223


The purpose of this course is to research and write a high quality, original essay on some aspect of the history and culture of the Ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean world (the civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Levant, Greece and Rome) during antiquity ca. 3000 BC to 400 AD. The course is open to all graduate students in history, not just to Egyptology students. Research papers should critically engage with a broad range of Ancient primary sources (texts, works of art, archaeological remains) and secondary sources from books and journal articles. Historiographical analysis of modern scholarship on a topic and/or of ancient texts (Egyptian royal annals and official sources;  Greek and Roman authors like Thucydides, Herodotus, Tacitus and Suetonius) are also encouraged. The ideal product would be to produce an essay of publishable quality. Students will be expected to achieve a series of milestones on a fixed schedule including selection of a topic, producing an outline, annotated bibliography, rough and final drafts. Keep in mind, too, that I will probably be in Egypt for an archaeological project from early to mid October until the end of term and students will be submitting their final papers electronically to me. We will have regular weekly meetings during late August and September until my departure.
History 7320/8320-001

STUDIES IN ANCIENT HISTORY: ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY – Suzanne Onstine

R – 2:30-5:30

MI 223


This class will explore the ways in which we construct history from material culture and the archaeological record. We will focus on Egypt, but examples of how archaeological methodology from other fields can successfully be used in Egypt will be included.  Topics to be covered will include how to interpret site reports, how to use archaeological data to construct demographic and settlement patterns, how mortuary studies fit into constructing larger societal paradigms, archaeology and gender and studies of specific sites as representatives of particular time periods.
HIST 7440/8440-001

MODERN EUROPE: REVOLUTIONS IN MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY, 1789-1989 – Glenn Ramsey
R – 2:30-5:30

MI 317 


Throughout modern times, family, youth, and gender difference have served as main outlets for states’ political, social, and cultural identity and expression.  This course will explore how these fundamental elements of modern European society (i.e., family, youth, and gender) have been shaped, contested, and utilized by modern European revolutions (liberal, nationalist, and socialist) to redefine and uphold the revolutionary state according to either class or national, ethnic foundations.
History 7650/8650-001
STUDIES IN US TO 1877 - William Campbell

M – 5:30-8:30

MI 223

History 7680/8680-001

STUDIES IN US SINCE 1877: GENDER AND SEXUALITY IN THE 20th-CENTURY SOUTH - Michele Coffey

T – 2:30-5:30

MI 223


This class examines ways in which scholarly constructions and popular conceptions of masculinity and femininity, manhood and womanhood, heterosexuality and queerness have evolved over the course of the late 19th century through the early 21st century.  Over the course of the semester, students will be challenged to think of race, class, gender, sexuality and regionalism as intersectional politically manufactured and theoretically produced constructions as well as social and cultural constructions.  We will explore ways in which a broad range of individuals sought to position their personal identities and lived experiences within the dominant norms of the region and, at times, challenged or reinforced those norms with varying degrees of success.  Additionally, we will examine the historiographical trends in intersectional fields of gender, sexuality and southern history, particularly in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.
History 7980/8980-001

THEMATIC STUDIES IN AMERICAN HISTORY:  WOMEN IN THE SOUTH – Beverly Bond

W – 5:30-8:30

MI 223

COURSES OFFERED OFF-CAMPUS

.History 6067-501

RELIGION IN AMERICA – Colin Chapell
M – 5:30-8:30 

OFF-CAMPUS:  Millington
This course will present a broad overview of the landscape of the history of religion in the United States.  As an historical survey, we will look at issues in the history of religion in America from the first encounters of Europeans with Native Americans through the present day.  A broad range of themes and topics will be covered in this course.  Issues as diverse as race, cultural identity, gender, the new spirituality, formal theology, syncretism, and unbelief will all be covered in this course.  Some emphasis will be given to the unique expressions of American Christianity, its dominance and diversity, due to its place in the American psyche, though students should take away a clear understanding of the remarkable range of belief in the United States. 

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS ONLINE COURSES

History 6292-M50MODERN CHINA, 1800-Present – Yan Gao
Online

Assuming no prior knowledge with the history or culture of China, this course examines the history of China from 1600s onwards. We focus on its social dynamics, cultural traditions, and interrelationships among social groups, as well as scholarly interpretations on modern China. Some important topics include: the rise and fall of the Qing dynasty, Western imperialism and internal social disorders during the nineteenth century, party rifts and world wars during the brief Republican period (the first half of the twentieth century), the Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution of Mao’s regime, and the post-Mao economic developments up to the Olympic Games of 2008 in Beijing. We pay special attention to the changes and continuities of traditional Chinese society in the modern world. We mainly use academic books and scholarly articles, but occasionally we use auxiliary materials such as films and novels for further understanding of various themes. 

History 6882-M50

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS - Staff
Online

This course presents the “long” Civil Rights Movement which transcends the classic phase (1954-1968) of the freedom struggle to include the groundwork laid during the New Deal, World War II and the Cold War.  We will begin the course by exploring the biracial alliances and labor organizing of the 1930s and 40s, and then examine the efforts to force the federal government to close the gap between its democratic promises of freedom and the reality of white supremacy of the South during World War II and the Cold War.  From there, we will investigate the significant events, leaders, issues, and strategies of the Movement from the Brown decision to the Poor People’s Campaign.   

History 7101/8101-M50
STUDIES IN GLOBAL HISTORY: GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY  - Yan Gao

Online

This course explores the ever-changing relationship between nature and culture in history, and examines environmental history from a transnational and global perspective.  We begin by reading some of the foundational works in environmental history and discuss questions like “What is environmental history?” and “What is global environmental history?”  After establishing the intellectual foundation, we move on to case studies to analyze how cultural, economic and social factors shape the reciprocal relationships between humans and their surrounding natural environment in a number of different ways.  We draw cases widely from Europe, Asia, Africa, America and the Middle East.  We focus on some of the important global themes including population growth and migration, imperialism and colonialism, industrialization, urbanization and global capitalism. 

History 7980/8980-M50
STUDIES IN US TO 1877: WOMEN AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS– Christine Eisel

Online
This graduate readings course focuses on women's involvement in social movements throughout US history. Students in this course will challenge traditional assumptions of what constitutes a social movement by exploring women’s activities in the 17th and 18th centuries, and then will give particular attention to the scholarship on women and the variety movements of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries that placed social activism at the center of political life and challenged existing notions of citizenship. Students will consider the intersection of gender, race, and class as they seek to understand how hierarchies of power shaped women’s understanding of identity and compelled them to collectively seek change.
