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International Studies is an interdisciplinary course of study that gives you the tools for analyzing social and political issues that cross national and cultural boundaries.  As global technology and communication expand during the 21st century, the need for those with an understanding of foreign cultures—their languages, their social and political systems—will only rise.  And as a major in Interdisciplinary Studies, your opportunities for employment will only grow!
What will my curriculum look like?
That depends—on you!  Your coursework will include five core courses, one of which is a seminar in International Studies that focuses on methodology and tools unique to this kind of interdisciplinary study.  The remaining core courses and electives are drawn from the Departments of Anthropology, Economics, Geography, History, Political Science, and Sociology.  But you can construct a curriculum that leads to specialization in such areas as international business and management, American foreign policy, global conflict or global conflict and security. Alternatively, you can specialize in a certain geographic area of the world, such as Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, or Asia. 
What other opportunities might I enjoy as a major?  

Here’s one big one: STUDY ABROAD!  The International Studies Program encourages every major to study abroad.  The University of Memphis belongs to the International Student Exchange program, providing access to 200 foreign campuses. It also has academic year exchange agreements with universities in a variety of countries, including:

Belgium 
China 
Czech Republic

England
France 
Germany

Japan
Malaysia
Mexico




There are also summer and short term programs available in: Canada, China, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Ghana, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Scotland, and Spain.
http://www.memphis.edu/abroad/ 

Here’s another one: INTERNSHIPS, HERE AND ABROAD!  We can help you find an internship that will fit your career goals and interests, whether you are interested in foreign policy or security matters, human rights, environmental or health issues.
http://www.memphis.edu/internships/
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
SAMPLE FOUR-YEAR PLAN

Freshman Year

ENGL
1010



3


ENGL 1020


           
3

GE MATH



3-4


BA Math/Nat Science w/lab
           
3-4

POLS 1501-GE Social/Behav Science
3


ECON 2020 GE Social/Behav Science  
3

BA Foreign Lang. 2010 

3


BA Foreign Lang. 2020
           
3

Elective



3


GE Humanities/Fine Arts

3

Semester Totals

       15-16 hrs.





                15-16 hrs.

Sophomore Year

GE History



3


GE History



3

Elective



3


Elective



3 

UD Foreign Language


3 


UD Foreign Language


3

GE Nat. Science w/lab 

4


GE Nat. Science w/lab 

4

GE Fine Arts



3


COMM 2381

 

3

Semester Totals

         16 hrs. 






     16 hrs.

Junior Year

ENGL 2201 or 2202


3


Elective
 


3

ECON 4350



3  


POLS 4508



3

Elective (UD if needed)

3


UD Inter. Econ. Proc. Course

3

HIST 4260



3


UD Inter. Devel. Proc. Course
3

UD Inter. Pol. Proc. Course

3


Elective (UD if needed)

3

Semester Totals
                    15 hrs.





                 15 hrs.

Senior Year

INTL 4601 



3


UD INTL Concentration Course
3

INTL Concentration Course

3


INTL Concentration Course 

3

UD Elective



3


UD Elective



3

Elective (UD if needed)

3


Elective



4

Elective



3

            

Semester Totals

      15 hrs.






        13 hrs.  

GE = General Education Requirements
BA = Bachelor of Arts college requirements       UD = Upper division

Foreign Language Requirement – See the Undergraduate Catalog: http://www.memphis.edu/ugcatalog

Degree hours = 120



42 Upper Division hours required for graduation


No more than 2 hours of physical education courses may be counted toward a degree.

Residence – 30 of the last 60 hours must be taken at University of Memphis; at least 60 hours must be at a four-year institution; transfer students must earn at least 6 hours of a major at UM and at least 3 hours of a minor at UM

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

A. University General Education Program (41 hours)
See the Undergraduate Catalog for the University General Education Program requirements. Note the following is recommended for the International Studies major: Social Science - ECON 2020.

B. College and Degree (B.A.) Requirements (9-10 hours)
The College and Bachelor of Arts requirements are in addition to the University General Education Program requirements and are listed in the Undergraduate Catalog.

C. The Major (39 hours)
1. Core requirements (24 hours)

a. Select 15 hours from: ECON 4350, POLS 1501, POLS 4508, HIST 4260, INTL 4601.

b. Select 3 hours from each group: International Political Processes -  ANTH 4220, 4415; POLS 3505, 3509, 4504; UNIV 3550; International Economic Processes - ECON  4230, 4351, ESCI 3430, POLS 3330, 4510; International Development Processes – ANTH 4413, 4415, ECON 3580,  ESCI 4252, POLS 3325, 4512, SOCI 2100.

2. Concentration (9 hours)

a. Global Processes: Choose 3 courses in at least 2 disciplines

ANTH 4413, 4510, CJUS 4190, COMM 4375, FIR 4550, HIST 3803, 3811, 3817, 4053, HPRM 4400, INTD 2100, JDST/UNIV 4511, MGMT 4510, 4810, MKTG 4530, PADM 4226, 4227, POLS 3320, 3340, 3506, 4315, 4506, PHIL 4805, SLS 4165, 4175.

b. Area Studies: Choose 3 courses in at least 2 disciplines

ANTH 3200, 3232, 3242, 4120, CJUS 2110, ENGL 3220, 4442, 4511, 4521, 4531, 4532, ESCI 1301, 1401, 4307, HIST 3122, 3211, 3212, 3273, 3274, 3275, 3282, 3291, 3302, 3506, 3815, 4066, 4145, 4162, 4213, 4221, 4222, 4272, 4273, 4283, 4286, 4288, 4292, 4294, 4461, JDST/UNIV 4820, PADM 4401, PHIL 3721, POLS 1301, 3302, 3306, 3309, 3310, 3340, 4307, UNHP 4250.

3. Foreign Language (6 hours)

In addition to the Bachelor of Arts language requirement, completion of an additional six hours in that same language at the 3000 level or higher.

4. Experiential Activity
Students are required to complete an international or experiential learning experience. This may be fulfilled through participation in a formal education abroad program or through foreign based work, service, or internship activities. A U.S.-based experience of an international nature or prior international experience may be considered. This experience must be approved by the Director.

D. Electives (21-22 hours)
Electives may be chosen to bring the total number of hours to 120.

What can I do with a degree in International Studies? 
U.S. Government & Foreign Service

International Business

International Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Development Agencies

Travel Industry

For more information on career paths in International Studies, visit: http://www.memphis.edu/intl/career.htm
Minors in International Studies

For students in other programs who want to add a global perspective to their existing degree program, two minors are offered. As these are multidisciplinary minors, courses that count towards your existing degree program can also count towards the minor (i.e. ECON 4351 can count for both the B.A. in Economics as well as the IS minor). 

International Studies Minor 
Completion of 18 semester hours, consisting of (a) either POLS 1501, POLS 1301, or SOCI 2100, (b) INTL 4601, (c) one upper division course in a modern foreign language and (d) three upper division courses that count towards the IS major. A maximum of six hours from either study abroad or internship credits may be used towards fulfilling the requirements of the IS minor (subject to approval by the IS director). 

Asian Studies Minor 
A minimum of 18 semester hours, including CHIN 2010 and 2020, or JAPN 2010 and 2020, 6 semester hours from CHIN 4301, HIST 3291, 3817, 4292, 4294, or PHIL 3721, and 6 semester hours from ECON 4340, ESCI 4307, POLS 4307, or UNIV 4506.


For more information, please contact:
International Studies Director: 
Dr. Nikki Detraz (Political Science)

ndetraz@memphis.edu

International Studies: 
Scates Hall 107

(901) 678-3550

http://www.memphis.edu/intl/
Other Resources
The University of Memphis
The College of Arts and Sciences

http://www.memphis.edu
http://www.memphis.edu/cas
UM Career Services: http://www.memphis.edu/careerservices
The University of Memphis, a Tennessee Board of Regents institution, is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action University.

It is committed to education of a non-racially identifiable student body. 9/14
